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Recreational Fisheries in the USA: Economics, Management Strategies,
and Ecological Threats

Robert M. Hughes, Amnis Opes Institute, 2895 SE Glenn, Corvallis, Oregon, USA,

hughes.bob@amnisopes.com

Abstract: Recreational fishing has a long history in the USA, developing from the
subsistence fisheries of Native Americans and partial subsistence fisheries of later immigrants.
Recreational fishing is defined as fishing for pleasure, versus commercial fishing for income
or subsistence fishing for survival. Marine, diadromous, and aquatic taxa are targeted,
including both vertebrates and macroinvertebrates. There are approximately 33 million
anglers in the USA (out of 313 million citizens) who participate in over 550,000 fishing days
and generate over $46 billion in retail sales per year; this creates a $115 billion economic
impact and over 800,000 jobs. Of these anglers, an estimated 12 million are marine anglers
who take about 85 million fishing trips per year and spend nearly $42 billion, which has an
$82 billion economic impact and creates 500,000 jobs. USA recreational fisheries are
managed at state and federal levels. State fish agencies manage inland and near-coastal (< 5
km from the shoreline) fisheries. These agencies set and enforce fishing dates and times,
fishing gear, and catch limits on fish size and number. The National Marine Fisheries Service
manages marine fisheries outside the state management limits and regulates anadromous and
marine species listed by the USA government as threatened or endangered. The US Fish and
Wildlife Service regulates fisheries on listed freshwater species. Funding for state fishery
agencies comes mostly from fishing license sales. In addition, federal excise taxes on fishing
gear and boat fuels are dispersed to the states for fishery improvement projects. Between 1987
and 2009, those taxes yielded $50 to $400 million annually to the states. Significant current
threats to USA recreational fisheries include intensified land use, physical habitat and
hydrological modification, chemical contaminants, eutrophication and hypoxia, overfishing,
and introductions of invasive non-native species. Significant developing threats to USA
recreational fisheries include endocrine disrupters, nanoparticles, and climate change. All

these threats are driven by population and economic growth.
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